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2014 WINTER OLYMPICS

» Pageantry, problems and protests
as Games get underway in Russia, A3

SATURDAY FEB 8 2014

Partly cloudy
High: 57,Low: 37 il
20% chanceof rain i~

Sunday: Mostly sunny, 58/39
Monday: Partly cloudy, 52/41
Tuesday: Raln, 48/36

Details onthe back of Metro
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Today's bonus:
Personal Journeys

Bonus coverage Is just one
click away at MyAJC.com.Each
week, AJC journalists find an
extraordinary Georglanwitha
great story to tell about his or
her life. Those storles, plusvideo
and photo galleries, can be
found at Personal Journeys at
MyAJC.com/personaljourneys.
You'll have access toall of our
In-depth news on MyAJC.com
~Including photo gallerles and
ourrich interactive content.
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NSA collectsa
third of phone
data, officials say

The National Security
Agency is collecting data
on less than 30 percent of
U.S. phone calls, a report
says; the agency is taking in
a large amount of landline
phone information, but
cellphone data has seen
huge growth and presents
additional technological
hurdles, A2

Truth-O-Meter
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Cuba has “a lower child
mortality rate than ours.
Their life expectancy is
now greater than ours.”
- U.S. Sen. Tom Harkin,
D-lowa, during a Jan. 29
press conference, Bl
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| » Plus: What to watch
in today’s events, C5
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Journal-Constitution

Credible. Compelling. Complete.

YOUR TAX DOLLARS

Water-absorbing towels, a fan and trash cans control water at the main entrance to the Fulton County
Government Center, a downtown Atlanta buliding that was once dubbed the “Ta] Mahal”

Mold, leaks, rats
fill county building

U.S.ECONOMY

Mixed
signals
in jobs
report

Hiring slower than
expected, but jobless
rate for U.S. declines.

By NelsonD. Schwartz
New York Times

Employers added jobs at a
slower-than-expected pace in
January, the Labor Department
reported Friday, marking the
second month in a row that
hiring has been disappointing
and signaling that the U.S.
labor market remains anemic
despite indications of growth
elsewhere in the economy.

Payrolls increased by
113,000, far fewer the 180,000
economists expected. The
unemployment rate, based
on a separate survey of
households that was more
encouraging, actually fell by a
tenth of a percentage point, to
6.6 percent.

Jobs continued on AS




Mold, leaks, rats
fill county building

Government workers worry
about health, safety; repairs
could cost Fulton millions.

By DavidWickert
dwickert@ajc com

With its four-story atrium, marble staircase
and palm trees, the Fulton County Government
Center in downtown Atlanta was dubbed the
“Taj Mahal” when it opened in 1990.

But it's far from the showcase county offi-
cials envisioned. For years it has been a leaky,
moldy, rodent-infested mess, and many of its
occupants fear for their health and safety.

Fulton taxpayers may soon pay millions of
dollars to fix the problems.

The Fulton County Board of Commissioners
included about $1.3 million for initial repairs
to the building in its 2014 budget, plus anoth
er $250,000 to study long-term solutions. Criti-
cal repairs to the building could cost more than
$4 million.

Bullding continued on A8

Rusted and mildew-covered binders sit In an aban-
doned Fulton County Tax Commission office.
BRANT SANDESILIN PHOTOS /BSANDERUNSACCOM
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1€ taJournal-Constitution has reported

» he controversy surrounding the Fulton
County Government Centersince It opened in
290. The imported paim trees, marbie sculpture
and other features quickly drew the lre of critics
Leaky cellings, milcewead shelves —see more
photos from Fulton's*“Taj Mahal" as It looks now
ndfr overtheyears, at www.MyA JC.com
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, 24 years ago, at its dedication, Fulton
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Lomax -said mwenld Become alandmar
that would survive well into the next

century.




